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Vision
At Muslims Insights, we have a clear and unwavering vision: a Canada where Muslims 
are understood, where diversity is celebrated, and where every individual is 
empowered to build a more inclusive society. As a Canadian-based social enterprise, 
we are passionately committed to transforming this vision into a tangible reality 
through rigorous and relevant research. We believe that research is the key to 
dismantling misconceptions, fostering tolerance, and promoting inclusivity.

Mission
Our mission is simple yet profound – to be the go-to source for individuals and 
businesses seeking accurate, unbiased, and comprehensive information about 
Muslims in Canada. We firmly believe that knowledge is the key to fostering 
understanding, inclusivity, and a more informed society.

Approach
Discover - We dive deep into the multifaceted aspects of Muslim cultures, history, and 
contemporary issues

Analyze - We critically examine the information we uncover, using academic standards 
to scrutinize our findings

Educate - We transform our research and analyses into easily accessible educational 
materials, reports, articles, and workshops

Values
Responsiveness

Rigor

Action

Those values lie at the very core of everything we do.
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For more insights, visit our 
website:

www.muslimsinsights.com

Insights
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Islam Hate Crime Tracking

In recent years, Canada has grappled with the alarming escalation of hate crimes, a 
sobering trend that demands urgent attention. This report focuses on a critical facet of 
this unsettling landscape—hate crimes targeting the Islamic community. 

Escalating Hate Crimes Nationwide: The number of hate crimes reported by police in 
Canada rose significantly from 2,646 incidents in 2020 to 3,360 in 2021, marking a 27% 
increase and following a staggering 36% surge in the previous year.

Targeted Hate: In 2021, hate crimes exhibited notable increases, with specific 
characteristics bearing the brunt. Religion witnessed the highest growth at 67%, 
followed closely by sexual orientation (+64%) and race or ethnicity (+6%).

Islam Hate Crimes Peak: Hate crimes targeting a specific religion, particularly Islam, 
reached a peak in 2021, reversing a three-year decline. The number of police-reported 
religious hate crimes surged from 530 in 2020 to 884 in 2021, reflecting a substantial 67% 
increase.

The situation could be worst: Interpretation of hate crime rates for specific populations 
is subject to limitations; Many members of the
religious communities, especially those 
who recently immigrated or are from
authoritarian countries, are reluctant to contact the 
police when they are
victims of intimidation or harassment. 



Evolution of hate crimes 

in Canada: Rising trend
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Number of hate crimes 
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1,4011,401​​1,401 1,3321,332​​1,332
1,4141,414​​1,414

1,1671,167​​1,167
1,2951,295​​1,295 1,3621,362​​1,362 1,4091,409​​1,409

2,0732,073​​2,073

1,8171,817​​1,817
1,9511,951​​1,951

2,6462,646​​2,646

3,3603,360​​3,360

Number of hate crimes reported to police in Canada

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Source: StatCan



Evolution of hate 

crimes in Canada

The number of hate crimes reported by police in Canada increased significantly 
from 2,646 incidents in 2020 to 3,360 in 2021, marking a 27% rise and following a 

36% increase in the previous year. The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated 
discrimination experiences in Canada, particularly in the form of hate crimes, 

highlighting an increase in discussions around systemic discrimination.

Non-violent offenses, mainly mischief, constituted the majority (56%) of police-reported hate crimes.


All provinces and territories, except Yukon, reported increases in hate crimes in 2021. 

When adjusting for population size, the rate of police-reported hate crimes rose by 26% in 2021, reaching 8.8 incidents per 100,000 population.
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Hate crimes by type 

of motivation
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Number of hate crimes reported 

to police by type of motivation
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Hate crimes by type 

of motivation

The notable increases in hate crimes in 2021 targeted specific characteristics, 
with religion witnessing the highest growth (+67%), sexual orientation (+64%), 

and race or ethnicity (+6%) accounting for most of the reported rise.


The increase in race or ethnicity hate crimes was driven by reported hate crimes against the 
Arab and West Asian populations (+46%), East and Southeast Asian populations (+16%), and 
the South Asian population (+21%). However, hate crimes targeting the Black population 
decreased by 5% in 2021, following a substantial 96% increase in 2020.


 Religion-Motivated Hate Crimes Surge as the Second Largest Category in 2021, Marking the 
Highest Growth Compared to 2020.
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Evolution of  religious 

hate crimes in Canada
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Number of religious hate 

crimes reported to police
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Evolution of  religious 

hate crimes in Canada

Hate crimes targeting a religion reached a peak in 2021 after three consecutive 
years of decline.


This increase marked the highest number of hate crimes targeting a 
religion since comparable data have been recorded.


The number of police-reported hate crimes targeting a specific religion 
surged from 530 in 2020 to 884 in 2021, reflecting a substantial 67% 
increase.
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Distribution of religious 

hate crimes in Canada
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Distribution of religion hate crimes in Canada
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Distribution of religious 

hate crimes in Canada


The number of police-reported hate crimes targeting a specific religion surged 
from 530 in 2020 to 884 in 2021, reflecting a substantial 67% increase.


Interpretation of hate crime rates for specific populations is subject to limitations; Many members of the
religious communities, 
especially those who recently immigrated or are from
authoritarian countries, are reluctant to contact the police when they are

victims of intimidation or harassment. 


The rate of police-reported hate crimes targeting the Jewish population was the highest (145 incidents per 100,000 
population), followed by the Muslim population (8 incidents per 100,000 population), and the Catholic population (1 incident 
per 100,000 population).

Police-reported hate crimes rose for the Jewish (+47%), Muslim (+71%), and Catholic (+260%) religions in 2021 compared to the 
previous year.
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www.muslimsinsights.ca

info@muslimsinsights.ca

1-647-874-3163


